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SEKMON. 



" What shall be done with the Slaves? and, what shall be 
done with the Young?" "These," said an eminent servant of 
God, in my hearing recently, " are the two great problems of 
thia day," Weighty sentences, and worth repeating abroad. 
But, in order to a due solution of the former problem, must we 
not, first, attain to a due solution of the latter ? " Suffer the 
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not ; for of such 
is the kingdom of God." To draw from this oft-quoted, yet ever- 
beautifnl saying of our Loi-d, that heaven is chiefly filled with 
those who die in early childhood, is not the most masterly inter- 
pretation of it. Eather, with those who come to Jesus in 
early childhood, Eut little children do not come to Jesus except 
they are hrou^ht. Indeed there would be no need of their 
coming to Jesus at all, if they could begin aright of themselves. 
The germs of sin, comparatively tender in infancy, grow if not 
duly attacked. They grow in youth ; they grow in manhood. 
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TViien the body falters ander the infirmities of oM age, sin stiil 
lords it over tlie wasting powers, as desolation sits monarch ■upon 
old ruins. The vice of lying, for example. They s.r^ priviUg- 
ed parents, in whose children arc never discovered the germs of 
this vice. So soon as it ia seen, deal with it forthwith — resolve 
upon ita destrnction. The gardener, finding a worm at the root 
of a choice young tree, is not content to deal a few blows at the 
place, and thiis leave it. His business is to Mil ike worm — to 
extirpate the evil. If the choice yonng tree has become crooked, 
lie is not content to give it a few pidls in the right direction ; he 
carefully and perseveringly trains it into an erect postnre. As 
the earth-wild is under the curse, so is human-JMid^ ; and if re- 
deemed, to be so witJt the Divine Messing, by a faithful following 
of the rules laid down in God's word. There is then a radical 
difference between manufacturing a locomotive and trainhig a 
mind' — a soul. Tliere is to be in the latter work. Divine help, 
in a sense in which such help is not necessary for manufacturing 
purposes, 

I do not propose to furnish you with a system of rules, by 
which you can train your children, as the tailor has a set of rules 
by which to cut clothes for them. It is only hy an eshibition of 
some very general considerations that I can hope to assist you 
in this wort. 

A supreme place must be given to the religious education of 
the child. Dr. South pithily remarks, that the people are " not 
to be liaranguedi but catechised into principles." The Bible is 
allowed as a reading looh in most common schools. But if 
arithmetics were used only as reading loolcs, how much would 
the people know of the science of numbers, and of the art of 
computing by them ? It is true, to insist upon the teaching of 
religion in our common schools, might result in the teaching, to 
some extent, of a false religion, possibly in the destruction of our 
1 school system. But what a confession 1 The common 
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school, so far as patronized, is virtually tbe principal place for 
the bnsiness of educating in childhood and early youth. Let ita 
history lessons and its instruction in natural and moral science 
be given by pei-sons who shall make these studies to subserve 
tfte religious training of tbe child, or else let the common school 
descend to a humbler sphere, in tbe great business of educating 
the yonng ! Confine it to the department of teaching children 
to ■\vrite, and cipher, and epell, and give it one day, or at tbe 
most two days, in the week for the purpose. Or else — it were 
not desirable that common soJiools should he very common. The 
Clturcli of Eome is nearer right in one of her premises on this 
subject than are ^omc American Protestants. She assumes that 
all the mental education of the child should be made subsidiary 
to its religious education. In this sbeis right. She would pre- 
vent tbe free study of the word of God. In this she is wrong. 
In this too— blessed be God — tbe solid Christian sentiment and 
feeling of this land is opposed to her. But in order to maintain 
this latter position against the Eomisb Church — what other 
policy so suicidal as to abandon the first, i.e., tbe duty of 
making all studies subservient to religious education ? 

If it is true of the common schools, as at present constituted, 
that the IJlble, if allowed at all, is allowed only as a reading 
book, then the same will be true of the households generally, 
that send to such schools. In the household, religion will be 
confined chiefly to the use of the Bible as a reading book, and 
to a very ■mea(jre use. And thepublic exercises of religion must 
he made to conform. The sermon, instead of being a faithful 
exposition, defence, and application of God's word, must be a 
handsome attempt to say something interesting, and at the same 
time not to weary the mind or offend the feelings with any posi- 
tive religioxis ideas. The people are not to be harangued, but 
catechised, into principles. And the time for this catechising 
process is in childhood. " And thou shalt teach them,"' i.e.., the 
commandments of God in His Word, " diligently unto thy ehil- 
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dreji ; and slialt talk of them when thou sittest in thy house, 
and when thou walkest hy the way, and when thou liest down, 
and when thou risest up." It is remarkahle, that in some Bibles 
the marginal reading for our text gives " caieGfme" instead of 
"ti'ain;" catechise a "child up in the way he should go, and 
when, he is old he will not depart from it." In order that 
arithmetic may be studied to good purpose, how much arduous 
labor of the mind is necessary ? and to the whole circle of secu- 
lar studies, how much time do our popular systems of education 
propose to devote? At least six good solid hours a day, for five 
days in the week — with the help of skilled and hired teachers. 
For the stndy of the word of God, on the contrary, one hour, 
once in a wedk. This, to some extent, is a true statement of the 
case of Christian households — and multitudes of children have 
not the one hour a week for their religions education, llow 
long will it take by such a process to reach a state of the public 
mind when the Bible shall not be allowed as a reading book in 
our common schools ? Even now, in Ehode Island, which for 
two years past has been held up as a model state on this subject, 
the commissioners of public schools have, it appears, decided 
that^ai/er cannot be made a part of the regular school exer- 
cises, if any persons sending their children to the school object ! 

In a very much admired address recently delivered in New 
York city, as reported, the speaker says : " The pious man's 
argument, that all should be taught to read, that they may read 
the Cible and inherit eternal lite, is the very best of arguments 
for ua as Christians ; but for us as statesmen, it has no force 
whatever." Indeed ! this is quite a phase of the modern refine- 
ments on this subject. How children shall be trained, so as to 
inherit eternal life, is a question " of no interest whatsoever " to 
US as statesmen. "What are we living here on earth for ? How 
are we prepared for the duties of time, except as we are mainly 
concerned to prepare for the retributions of eternity? And 
have we no interest, as statesmen, in seeing to it, that the 
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children of this land are trained to please Him who is King of 
kings, as well as King in Zion ? If so, let us first prove that a 
certain trite, hut terse text, has no proper place in the word of 
God, tIz. " Eighteonsness exalteth a nation, hut sin is a re- 
proach to any people." If we desire a well-built state, " we 
must huild religion into the foundations of it," by training the 
children to be religious. I mean, of course, to he religious ac- 
cording to the word of God. If this cannot he done — if this is 
not done, either because we cannot agree what true religion is, 
or becanse we hate all religion, then may your hopes as a states- 
man, and jour hopes as a Christian, for the ultimate prosperity 
of this nation, he given to the winds. Mere knowledge cannot 
save a people,^ — it must be knowledge of the truth. " The fear of 
the Lord, this is wisdom, and to depart from evil, this is under- 
standing." It was not learning alone that gave being and power 
to the Eeformation, but learned men, armed with the doctrines 
of God's word. It was the ninety-nine theses of Martin Lutlier. 
In other words, the positive statement of distinctive doctrines, 
in short sentences, which is so much scouted in these days. It 
was the vigorous enforcement in controversy of the great " ab- 
stractions," as some are pleased to call them, which lie at the 
basis of revealed truth. The cause of true religious freedom 
against the mighty power of Eorae, is to he saved by tlie same 
means by which Luther and Calvin won it. It is true, the short 
method in a practical age, of overthrowing a corrupt religion, is 
to sTtow its corrnptions. Eut how shall the excellences of true 
religion be made to win votaries for herself, if the youth and 
the people are not thoroughly indoctrinated into her truths? 
Moreover, Infiddity is worse than Popery itself. The Church of 
Home maintains public order, and that ia more than Infidelity 
can do. The Church of Eome gave forth — unwillingly, indeed 
— a Wiokliffe and a Martin Luther, and that is more than Infi- 
delity can do. But lefore Infidelity reigns in this land, there is 
reason to fear the Church of Home will. Most assuredly she 
will, if we have nothing better to array against her than com- 
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mon schools where religion ie excluded. Our hope is in Chris- 
tian denominations {wfio agree that tlie word of God shall not ie 
bound.) giving themselves to the catechising of children, and to 
the inculcating, in other ways, of Blhle truths. And if we 
cannot agree among ourselves what these truths fundamentally 
are, it were better to have controversy until we can. Con- 
troversy is better than a sacrifice of religion, under the stigma 
of " sectarianism," for the sake of peace. Strange that any 
should think to save the freedom of the word of God, hy ignor- 
ing, for the sake of peace, the duty of inculcating, in all schools 
and elsewhere, positive religious doctrine. This is the most fatal, 
as it is the most insidious device of the adversary, to hind the 
word of God by the process which is professedly adopted to 
guard its freedom. 



Children should be trained to due reverence and submission. 
The temper of the times is for superiors in age and station to show 
especial deference to children. " Thou shalt rise up before the 
hoary head and honor the face of the old man." In how few in- 
stances do we behold children manifesting an inbred reverence for 
age ! Success in life is made to depend much upon popularity ; 
and popularity depends much upon art and tact ; and one master 
resource of tliis art and tact, is to flatter parents by taking undue 
notice of their children. As wealth increases, the temptation to 
indulge children increases also, as does every temptation to 
effeminacy. The wishes of children are consulted and their 
caprice. "VVTien the school teacher is severe and the child com- 
plains, the complaint, perhaps, is listened to, and as a conse- 
quence the child is withdrawn and placed elsewhei-e. If the 
child or the youth does not fancy the preacher, the over fond 
parent concludes that the preacher is not suited to the place he 
holds. It comes to pass that the children rule first their 
mothers and fathers, then the teacher and minister, and also, to 
a considerable extent, public affairs generally. That whicli was 
ennmerated among certain grave calamities coming upon Judab, 
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is beiug pai-tially reproduced amongst us—" I will give cliildren 
to be their princes, and babes sliall rule over tliem." To open 
the Itouse of God to any cause, occasion or speaker, under a 
specious plea of pliilantliropy, tends to destroy due reverence for 
tile bouse of God. Much more, when for the sake of popular 
effect, institutions, precedents, and dignities are flippantly as- 
sailed. "What is to be gained for any sound reform, if tlie basis 
of all order — a due revei'enee for law and government — is broken 
down in the public mind? Ey some speakers and lecturers it is 
assumed that the people of this land are better than their laws, 
Xever was tliere a more erroneous or a more hurtful assumption. 
The people are not better than the laws — the laws aee better 
TUAN THE PEOPLE. There is no need of extreme and revolution- 
ary assaiilis upon ow' institutions in order to secure desirable 
progi-ess. "We are not in Italy, uor are we under the vexatious 
despotism of a Charles the First. Reverence for institutions is 
not a master passion of this age and country. The broad bases 
and lofty monuments of our fathers' patriotism are not so nume- 
rous or extensive, that they mast be ^uUeil down to make room 
for necessary works of modem construction. Under the cruel 
despotism of Kero, Christians were commanded to reverence 
the laws of the emperor as to them the laws of God. " For 
they are God's ministers " — " the powers that be " — " attending 
continually upon this very thing." " Eender to all their due ; 
tribute to whom tribute is due, custom to M'hom custom, fear to 
whom fear, honor to whom honor." If communities could rely 
upon every station and superior relation in life, being so filled as 
that the pers&nal tale^iis, influence and wisdom, of the person 
therein could secure all needed harmony and life — the case 
■were different. Take an example lor illustration — tTie ministers 
of the Gospel. If there bo in the congregation due reverence 
for the word of God and for the house of God, and for the Lord's 
day, and for the office of the ministry as of divine appointment, 
a man without brilliant genius, if he be honest and faithful, will 
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80 exponnd the word of God, and uphold the stated ordinances 
of public worship, as to be strong in the internal virtue of hia 
office and work. But if it be otherwise— if the respect of which 
I speak be wanting, the whole reliance of such a congregation is 
upon the commanding personal talents, genius and e/i-arm of the 
preacher. God baa not authorised such a dependence. He has 
not furnished the men necessary for such an emergency. Where 
one man oould succeed with such a congregation, cue hundred 
would fail. In the long run, true unity, thought and power for 
good to any point upon such a policy is impossible. The same 
reasoning will bold good as applied to the school teacher, and to 
ofScere in town and state. 

It has been well said, that in these United States, " Freedom 
is our inheritance, but Intelligent Obedience our peculiar want," 
May God preserve ua from the spirit of da/oisk submission. But 
men who are not taught due reverence and submiseion in child- 
hood, are the very men to submit when they ought not to : — the 
very men to yield to temptation when they ought to resist, and 
to come into bondf^e to their fellows when they ought to be 
free : — the very men to be made into tools and vassals for the 
Pope, The only kind of submission which God can accept — as 
exercised towards Himself directly, or, under Him, towards 
others, is a cordial submission— intelligent and free. It is 
then a grand attainment, when a child is trained to a habit of 
sincerely and gracefully submitting, in all cases when submis- 
eion is incumbent according to the dictates of a conscience un- 
fettered by passion and enlightened by God's word. This will 
make law-abiding citizens, and citizens that are capable of im- 
proving the laws. This will make minorities patient and satis- 
fied, and majorities tolerant and condescending. This will fit 
for the harmony of Heaven, where one Supreme Wil! reigns 
over all created wills, and guides all with freedom and beauty, 
as the sun reigns with centripetal power over its attendant lesser 
orbs. 
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Let Parents insist upon due submission in due time. To tlie 
infant child how nearly does the parent stand in the stead of 
God ! Hence perhaps it is that we find the command, " Honor 
thy father and mother," placed among the ^rs6 five commands 
of the decalogue — in that great table of the law which has espe- 
cial reference to the claims of God. Hence perhaps in Paul's 
epistle to Timothy reverence of parents is termed "_piet^." If a 
cordial submission then to parental authority can be secured in 
the child, that child's piety towards God — its everlasting salva- 
tion, 1 had almost said — is secured. 

" Children are early to he taught the first great lesson of God'a 
moral government — 'Not my will but thine be done.' The 
parent that loveth his child with the love that God requires, 
does not wait until the child has become a rebel of long stand- 
ing, and by fixed habits of treason against lawful authority 
become obdurate. He tabes him while young and tender, 
before he has learned the tactics of war, or acquired by practice 
the arts of self-defence. In no pitched battle does he allow him 
to conquer, or to come off doubtful as to the result, both claim- 
ing the victory and both provoking each other to wrath and 
future contests." "The parent has the power, and his is the 
right, and his is the responsibility." 

Children should be trained to self-denial. On worldly ac- 
counts this is necessary. Few children who are born rich die 
so. Children must be taught to earn their bread, else they will 
not know how to preserve riches, much less how to live respect- 
ably and usefully without them. Nor should children be allowed 
to despise useful manual labor. If Cincinnatus were living in 
this day, and as of old, accustomed to dig in his little garden 
with his coat off, beardless boys amongst us would regard him, 
on that account, as quite beneath their respect. This notwith- 
standing the beautiful lectures we have upon the dignity of 
labor, and the fine compliments that are paid to the working- 



>y Google 



..Google 



